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First BYK Downstream Users’ Day

Wesel, 29.10.09: The demands made of downstream users of chemicals and
the provisions that they must comply with under the REACH Regulation were
the subject of the first BYK Downstream Users’ Day at the end of September
in Dusseldorf.

The REACH legislation defines the obligations for all actors along the supply chain
of chemicals. The most important duty of the downstream users is to constantly
minimize the risks involved in handling and using substances. The main focus of
attention here must be on exposure scenarios and, with that, the extended safety
data sheets.

With a production or import volume for a substance of more than 10 metric tons
annually, the manufacturer or importer must produce a chemical safety report as
part of the registration process. Under certain conditions, he will be obliged to
produce exposure scenarios for the identified uses of the substance itself and to
make them known on registration. The downstream user must make use of
substances under the conditions described in the exposure scenario. He must
check whether his uses are covered by the exposure scenarios listed. If they are
not covered, he can ask his upstream supplier to produce an exposure scenario for
the use concerned. This check can be very complex and costly.

To assist the customer with this task, BYK played host in September to a one-day
workshop. The 40 workshop participants were informed through a series of
lectures about the obligations of downstream users, the exposure scenarios, and
the related implications. Hands-on training under the supervision of the company‘s
REACH specialists rounded off this informative day.

Once the event was over, the organizers assessed it a positive light. “Especially
where their obligations as downstream users are concerned, our customers still
need clarification,” Dr. Gerald Kirchner, Head of Innovation Management believes.
“Yet our experts have succeeded in communicating this very complex material in a
clear way.”

About BYK Additives & Instruments:

BYK Additives & Instruments is one of the world’s leading suppliers in the additives and instruments sector.

Approximately 85% of our sales are generated by foreign countries. Our major export markets are Europe, the United States
and the Far East.

Additives are used by processing industries in the production of coatings, inks, plastics, adhesives, sealants and papers. In very
small quantities, BYK additives simplify manufacturing processes, and significantly improve the quality of finished goods, such
as motor vehicles and furniture.

BYK Instruments can quantify the quality of color and gloss and the physical properties of paint, plastic and paper products.
Instruments from BYK are predominantly used for quality control.

BYK Additives & Instruments is a member of ALTANA, Wesel. ALTANA develops and produces high-quality, innovative
products in the sector of specialty chemicals.

BYK Additives & Instruments employs around 1,200 people worldwide, 25% of whom work in research and development
departments or technical laboratories.

This press release is also available on the internet at: www.byk.com/press releases.
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