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Efficiency in your formulation: BYK®-3520 & BYK®-3521 –  
multifunctional additives for aqueous coatings 
 
Wesel, February 11, 2009: The new multifunctional additives BYK®-3520 and 
BYK®-3521 combine excellent flow and defoaming properties with  
exceptional substrate wetting. Both products can easily be incorporated and 
are compatible in many coating systems. 
 
The right choice of an additive is an ongoing challenge for the coating formulator. 
The selection criteria of the additive are closely related to the right resin with its 
system-specific effectiveness or the substrate to be coated. Moreover, additives 
may cause negative side effects such as foam, craters, turbidity or the deterioration 
of mechanical properties.  
BYK®-3520 and BYK®-3521 are, by contrast, multifunctional additives which 
provide multiple positive effects in a single product. Both combine excellent flow 
with outstanding defoaming properties and therefore eliminate all kinds of surface 
defects. BYK®-3520 and BYK®-3521 both offer exceptional substrate wetting, even 
on demanding substrates such as wood. Both additives are broadly compatible in 
many coating systems and they are easy to incorporate.  
Beside the application technology aspects, the additives provide decisive 
advantages in the supply and value chain. The use of only one single product in a 
system increases product safety, lowers product complexity and reduces inventory. 
Plus: In many cases the multifunctional additives also reduce material costs in the 
formulation. Application fields for BYK®-3520 and BYK®-3521 are wood, furniture, 
industrial and textile coatings and printing inks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About BYK Additives & Instruments:  
 
BYK Additives & Instruments is one of the world’s leading suppliers in the additives and instruments sector.  
Approximately 85% of our sales are generated by foreign countries. Our major export markets are Europe, the United States 
and the Far East.  
Additives are used by processing industries in the production of coatings, inks, plastics and papers. In very small quantities, 
BYK additives simplify manufacturing processes and significantly improve the quality of finished goods such as motor vehicles 
and furniture.  
BYK Instruments can quantify the quality of color and gloss and the physical properties of paint, plastic and paper products. 
Instruments from BYK are predominantly used for quality control.  
BYK Additives & Instruments is a member of ALTANA, Wesel. ALTANA develops and produces high-quality, innovative 
products in the sector of specialty chemicals.  
BYK Additives & Instruments employs around 1,200 people worldwide, 25% of whom work in research and development 
departments or technical laboratories.  
 
This press release is also available on the internet at: www.byk.com/press_releases.  
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